
Issued by Information Management Unit (IMU)C

Date:26/07/2016



Date:26/07/2016



ALEPPO CITY UNDER SIEGE
The Syrian Regime since the beginning of the crisis has deliberately applied a specific policy on all areas that 
went out of his control. This policy included besieging those areas aiming to subjugate its citizens by depriving 
them from basic living requirements. 
The Syrian Regime has also aimed to apply a blockade on the city of Aleppo with its high population density

On Tuesday February 2, 2016, the Syrian Regime and his allies supported with Russian Air Force (RuAF) have 
launched a major military offensive. In few hours, the Regime controlled two villages Dwer Zeitun and Tal Jbine, 
and during the next night, he controlled Hardatnin village. 

On Wednesday February 3, 2016, the Syrian Regime reached Maarset Elkhan village, and few of regime’s fight-
ers have sneaked through farms to Nabul sub-district for the first time since it was partially besieged. 
On Wednesday February 4, 2016, Mayer and Maarset Elkhan villages were declared under the control of Regime 
forces, and the road towards Nabul sub-district and Zahraa town became open, on the contrary the road to 
Aleppo city was cutout, as well as the passage between Northern and Southern Countryside of Aleppo was 
closed. 

Aleppo City
Aleppo City was the first industrial city in Syria. According to Regime’s statistics, its population has reached to 
2,565,794 at the end of 2011. The actual population was bigger than the recorded numbers at the government, 
whereas big number of its residents are registered in other governorates but live and work in Aleppo. Therefore, 
the actual number of Aleppo population is about 4,500,000 people before the beginning of the conflict. 

The Opposition Armed Groups had entered Aleppo City in 2012, so the Regime had started bombing the city 
with all kinds of weapons, explosive barrels and aerial bombardment. 

Around 70,000 families (that are equivalent to 400,000 people) are living now in the city of Aleppo in extremely 
bad humanitarian situation and endure the daily bombing with explosive barrels.
Aleppo city is divided to sectors, where each sector contains several neighborhoods. The figure below shows 
the population demography in Aleppo city by sectors.

After the Regime advanced and controlled the villages in the Northern Aleppo countryside, the main supply 
route between Aleppo city and Turkish lands (Bab-Alsalameh cross border) was cutoff. Whereas the road 
between Aleppo city and western countryside towards Idlib governorate is still open. 

On 9 February 2016, the Information Management Unit of Assistance Coordination Unit issued a situation report 
on the critical situation of Aleppo City which is out of regime control. The only road to this part of the city is still 
open, however any slight military update may result in its closing. The cutoff of this road threatens a full siege 
on Aleppo city like the applied siege on Madamiyet Elsham in Rural Damascus taking into consideration that the 
population in Aleppo city is ten folds the population in Madamiyet Elsham. The issued report contained an 
emergency plan that aimed to preserve the minimum living requirements to support the civilians for a period 
of three months in case of besieging the city. 
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The following figure shows the control forces of Aleppo City to date:
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Assistance Coordination Unit in cooperation with the local council of Aleppo governorate had stored 2,000 
tons of wheat in the city of Aleppo within the activities of the Syrian Food Security Program.
On 7 July 2016, the Syrian Regime and its militias had moved forward and took control of Al-Mallah farms and 
a mosque which is overlooking on the only part of the liberated part of Aleppo City. Therefore, this road 
became under regime’s forces fire. 

On 15 July 2016, the Syrian regime forces advanced and controlled Castello restaurant located on the main 
road, and captured a family which was trying to escape the besieged city. Till the moment of writing this report 
the destiny of this family is still unknown. 

The minimum bread requirement per capita is 2 loaves which is equivalent to 0.22 kg of flour. Each ton of flour 
needs 10 kg of yeast, which means that the daily flour need is 88 tons and 880 kg of yeast. The continuous 
power outages of the city create a need for fuel to run the bakeries’ generators, where each ton of bread needs 
110 liters of diesel. 

1-Food Security

Bread:

The main food requirements during crises are bread and its main ingredients, baby formula and food baskets. 

The high temperatures and the unavailability of appropriate storage places to store big amounts of flour in 
Aleppo City forced ACU store wheat instead of flour. ACU bought 2,000 tons of flour and stored it in Aleppo City 
in case of a possible blockade on the city, as well as, ACU is searching for partners who are capable of support-
ing the costs of milling wheat and providing bread for besieged civilians in the city with minimum costs taking 
into consideration that there is only one functioning mill in Aleppo City and there is no fuel for milling and 
baking. 

Figure: Bread Production Requirements for Aleppo City
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Baby formula is available in Aleppo city with very small quantities, and with the possible siege the need for baby 
formula will increase due to malnutrition that may affect babies and their mothers therefore it is necessary to 
store appropriate amounts of this important item according to the needs. 

According to latest statistics number of children between (0 -2) years old in out of regime control areas of 
Aleppo city is 22,122 children. Therefore, the minimum requirement of baby formula for one-month period is 
66,366 cans, and for three-months period is 199,098 cans according to age groups and numbers as represented 
below.

Baby Formula 

Most population in Aleppo city were depending on humanitarian assistance during the crisis, although Aleppo 
was the first industrial city in Syria before 2011. The intensified bombardment and terrible humanitarian condi-
tions destroyed the industry even simple handicrafts.
 
At the time of writing this report, there are 66,866 families in Aleppo city with an average of 5 – 8 family mem-
bers. According to distribution plans of humanitarian organizations, each family that consists of 8 members 
should acquire 2 food baskets monthly, therefore the city need of food baskets will reach to 70,000 monthly with 
a distribution plan by families in sectors. 

One regular food basket should contain legumes, basic cooking elements and oils with a study of calories that 
will compensate lack of food diversity during siege. 

Food Baskets:

Figure: Number of Food Baskets by Sectors

66,366

6,087 6,321 9,714
Baby Formula Cans

0 – 6
months

Babies

6 months
 – 1-year 1 – 2 years

Toddlers Children

17,940
16,016

11,777

7,361

5,597

4,725
3,180

270

Bab-AlneirabAl-AnsariAl-SarianKadi-AskarHalep
Alkadima

Al-SlemaniyehHananoHalep
Aljadideh



2-Non-Food Items
Several diseases were spread in Aleppo during recent events because of garbage accumulation in the city, which 
is caused by intensified bombing, and massive destruction that may cut the roads off and prevent the move-
ment of garbage trucks.

The liberated areas of Aleppo need around 70,000 hygiene kits monthly that contain personal hygiene materials 
and baby diapers. 

The city contains 22,122 children below the age of two years, so every child needs three bags of baby diapers 
each month where each bag contains 40 diapers, therefore the total need of baby diapers for one-month 
66,366 bags.

3-Medical Requirements
Aleppo city contains an integrated medical system that was established due to daily massacres in the city and 
big number of injured people, this system consists of: 

The main medical requirements for three-months period are medicine, medical materials and medical consum-
ables (equipment).

This medical system will stop functioning completely in case of fuel unavailability where all hospitals depend on 
generators to continue functioning, as well as ambulances need fuel to transfer the injured. 

An annex at the end of this report contains a
detailed list of medicine and medical needs.

Central Aleppo blood bank that was established in the beginning of 2014 and supplies the hospitals with 
blood.
Oxygen generation station with production capacity of 15 oxygen containers daily. 
Ambulance system that was established in the beginning of 2014, contains 12 ambulances, and serves 
hospitals and medical centers. 
Medical warehouses, the city contains several warehouses which are distributed across the city neighbor-
hoods to reduce the danger of bombing. Still, several medical warehouses were subjected to bombing 
during the past few days of blockade. 
Several hospitals and medical centers, the functioning hospitals are operating with minimum capacity due 
to being targeted constantly by regime’s warplanes. The following hospitals were targeted with airstrikes 
during the past few days: 

Alquds hospital
Alzarzour hospital
Omar hospital
Children hospital
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4-Civil Defense
Civil defense sector is one of vital sectors in Aleppo city. Tens of victims and injured people are evacuated from 
the rubble on a daily basis, with the exposure of machines to bombing and the regime targets with bombs civil 
defense teams during recovery of dead.

 This sector will stop functioning in case of fuel absence. Therefore, it is highly important to store fuel in civil 
defense warehouses, provide spare parts for machine maintenance. 

5-Services
Aleppo city lacks the basic living requirements and services like the availability of drinking water, water for other 
uses and garbage removal mechanism to prevent its accumulation in the streets to stop any epidemic that may 
spread among the population. 

WASH sector requires the provision of big amounts of chlorine for water sterilization for three months in 
addition to providing fuel to operate sterilization and pumping devices.

Monthly need of engine oil is 1,512 kg and 4,536 kg for three months.
WASH sector requires daily garbage removal outside the city using garbage tracks. 

Figure: Diesel Requirements
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Annex: list of medicine and medical needs.

# Description
Quantity for 1 
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