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Harsh winter conditions negatively affect camps for displaced civilians, Azaz, northern Syria, Jan. ١ ٩, ٢٠٢٢. (AA Photo)

Introduction

The Population of IDP Camps

Methodology:

The Information Management Unit (IMU) of the Assistance Coordination Unit (ACU) 
released the ٨th edition of the "Winter Needs in Northwestern Syria Camps" report for the 
year ٢٠٢٣. The study includes demographic information about the population of the 
camps, the nature of IDPs' shelters, their preparedness for the winter, the most critical 
needs, and priorities for the coming winter. 

Demographics in NWS Camps

Based on the interviews with the camp management, the study found the population of 
the assessed IDP camps is ١,٦١٦,١٠٣. 

The IMU developed a questionnaire to collect data for the study. The questionnaire was 
shared with various actors to seek their feedback, including the Camp Coordination and 
Camp Management Cluster in Turkey (CCCM) and Shelter Cluster, and their feedback 
was reflected on the questionnaire. 

In this edition of the study, ٦٨ enumerators collected data from ١٢٩٥ camps in the 
governorates of Aleppo and Idleb. The enumerators conducted interviews with various 
key informants (KIs) represented by the camp management, humanitarian organizations 
operating in northern Syria camps, community leaders, local councils, and IDPs living at 
the camp. The IDPs' opinions were surveyed about their most critical needs and 
priorities. 

After receiving training on the questionnaire, The IMU field researchers completed ١٢٥٩ 
surveys through interviews with various KIs١. Data collection for the study was done 
between ٠٤ and ٢٠ August ٢٠٢٣. 

١- Each survey requires several interviews to be completed based on the information required.

Population within the assessed camps  

The Population of IDP Camps
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Idleb Aleppo

The study found that the largest population group is children (0-18 years of age), who 
account for 55% of the overall population at the IDP camps in NWS.
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This edition of the study covered ١٢٩٥ camps in Idleb and Aleppo governorates.  The camps were grouped into groups to facilitate data visualization of the report. The following chart shows 
the number of camps by the Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster (CCCM), and those not classified were attached to the nearest cluster or subdistrict.

General Information About the Camps

Number of Assessed Camps

According to Sphere standards, "Access: Consider the condition of local roads and the proximity to transport hubs for the supply of relief assistance and other goods. The supply of relief 
assistance must avoid damaging the local road infrastructure."  The study looked at the nature of roads within the assessed IDP camps in NWS. The following chart highlights the percentage 
of paved or asphalted roads within the IDP camps.

Roads at the Camps 
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The Gradient of the Camp Lands 
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A camp without graveled or paved roads A camp with graveled or paved roads

Qah and
Atmeh

Jisr-Ash-
Shugur

Harim and
Salqin

Dana and
Sarmada

Idlib and
Ariha

Azaz Al-Bab Jabal
Sam'aan

Jarablus Afrin

73%

27%

78%

22%

71%

29%

56%

44%

47%

53%

48%

52%

59%

41%

62%

38%

92%

8%

67%

33%

63% #812 37% #483

Rainfall is not likely to block roads Rainfall is likely to block roads

Camp Roads That Can Get Blocked in Heavy RainRoads at the Camps 

The study tried to identify the camps that face problems with water drainage, which 
may result in floods in case of heavy rains. 

Water Drainage at Camps
The study tries to identify the nature of the land of the IDP camps. Agricultural and 
sandy lands are more vulnerable to floods if they do not have suitable gradient or 
water drainage systems.  

Nature of the Camp Land
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The camp does not have a problem with sewage and rainwater drainage

The camp has a problem with sewage and rainwater drainage

Qah and
Atmeh

Jisr-Ash-
Shugur

Harim and
Salqin

Dana and
Sarmada

Idlib and
Ariha

Azaz Al-Bab Jabal
Sam'aan

Jarablus Afrin

Sandy Agricultural Rocky

Winterization Needs in Northwestern Syria Camps

3 1

74

7 2 2 1

86

5

33

41

74

10
72

55

136

100

11

15
16

4 29

171
19

15394

63
18

61% #785 34% #448 5% #62



Types of IDP Shelters at the Camps

Rooms Needing Support

Shelters at IDP Camps

Types of Rooms at IDP camps

Rooms that Need Support

Better shelter caravans

Caravans (except better shelter)
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Snow covers Salat Zagrous Camp for internally displaced Syrians, in the Afrin District, 
Aleppo Governorate, northern Syria, Jan. ١٩, ٢٠٢٢. 

The following charts highlight the camps at risk of floods and the number of shelters 
expected to be affected.

Impacts of floods on IDP camps Alternative Shelters in cases of floods

Qah and
Atmeh

Jisr-Ash-
Shugur

Harim and
Salqin

Dana and
Sarmada

Idlib and
Ariha

Azaz Al-Bab Jabal
Sam'aan

Jarablus Afrin

3,931
1,574 3,866

6,281
10,284

4,102 3,268
172 160

3,324

5%

11%

16%

9%

15%

8%
35%

2% 1%

16%

65% #836 35% #459

IDPs do not have to leave their tents for fear of flooding

IDPs are forced to leave their tents for fear of flooding

#124

#40

#198

#129

#289

#141

#114

Private vehicles

Group accommodation centers

To the mosques

To schools

To neighboring camps that are not flooded

To the neighboring villages

High places in the open

12%

4%

19%

12%

28%

14%

11%

The following charts highlight the camps at risk of floods and the number of shelters 
expected to be affected.

Impacts of floods on IDP camps

The study revealed that a total of ٢,٢٩١ families lacked access to independent shelter.

Families without Independent Shelter
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Availability of Fire Prevention Points at the Camps

Availability of Firebreaks to Prevent the Spread of Fires at the CampsThe Presence of a Dedicated and Trained Committee to Fight Fires at the Camps

Response to Emergencies

Availability of Civil Defense Centers at Camps
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Camps without dedicated and trained fire prevention committees

Camps with dedicated and trained fire prevention committees

These firebreaks are designed to partition the camp into blocks, limiting the potential spread 
of fires in case of an outbreak.
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Challenges Faced by Vulnerable During the Winter

Percentage of Vulnerable Groups That Need Protection in Winter

The Most Urgent Needs for Food During the Winter

The study tried to identify the percentage of vulnerable groups who might be at greater risk 
in winter and need protection for extreme weather conditions if it is not provided. The 
vulnerable groups include pregnant and lactating women, older people unaccompanied by 
a caregiver, and unaccompanied and separated children. The following chart shows the 
percentages of vulnerable groups needing winter protection. 

Difficulties in Getting Nutritious Food

The study tried to identify the camps where the IDPs face difficulties ensuring food that 
is rich with the necessary nutrients. 
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The Schools' Need for Heating FuelClosure of Schools Due to the Weather Conditions

Access to Primary Health Care Centers in Winter
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Concerns and Difficulties at IDP Camps in Winter



The study revealed that 81% (242,018 households) of the total IDP households in NWS camps 
required blankets. The highest demand for blankets was observed in Dana, Sarmada, and 
the surrounding areas of Idlib governorate, with 57,830 households in need. 

The study found that the assessed NWS camps required a total of ٢٠٤,٤٦٦ heaters. Within 
these camps, IDPs employ different types of heaters during the winter season, 
depending on the accessibility and cost of fuel sources for heating. 

The study sought the input of KIs to identify the top three most pressing winter needs for 
the IDPs in the assessed camps. 

Coping Mechanism During Winter

Winter Needs of the Camps

Priorities
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Priorities of the winter needs at the camps by district level

The contents of this report do not reflect the views of the donor, or any of ACU's partners. All 
contents and views expressed in this report are those of ACU. The report's contents do not 
imply the expression of any opinion concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city, 
or areas of its authorities, the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or the endorsement 
of any policy or political view.

For more information, you can visit 
our website or contact us via e-mail
www.acu-sy.org
Imu@acu-sy.org

Resorting to friends and relatives on 
very cold and rainy days

Form rapid intervention teams to evacuate 
the camp and empty the tents of water

Families lacking independent shelters should be provided with independent shelters that preserve their dignity. 

The humanitarian actors need to set up a strategy to improve the quality of shelters for the IDPs to preserve their dignity and ensure the minimum level 
of privacy according to the SHPERE standards. While tents are used as emergency shelters in crises, a better form of shelter needs to be provided to 
mitigate the suffering of the affected communities. 

The camp lands are unsuitable for establishing camps because they do not facilitate the drainage of water, and thus make the camps vulnerable to floods 
in winter. Humanitarian actors should address this issue by providing drainage systems at these camps to protect them from floods in winter and 
wastewater in summer. 

Humanitarian actors working on the provision of winter needs should work to provide heaters with suitable fuel to protect the IDPs from the extremely 
cold winters, especially children and elderly persons who are the most affected by the cold weather. 

Suitable numbers of blankets of proper quality should be provided to the families, especially those still in tents.

Sufficient numbers of fire prevention points should be in the camps where tents are still used as shelters. In addition, sufficient numbers of dedicated 
committees should be trained in using fire extinguishers to mitigate the risk of spreading fires in winter. 
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